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Erie is known for receiving lots of snow, in fact our average seasonal 

snowfall total is about 101 inches. But 5ô of snow in a three day           

period is taxing even for snow -hardened ñErities.ò  The forecast for the 

four to five day period was for up to 32" of snow which seems like a lot 

of snow but spread over several days it amounts to ñjust winter in Erie.ò   
 

It snowed 34ò in Erie just on 

Christmas Day (thank you to all 

those people who wished for a 

white Christmas) but there were 

no major issues like interstate 

closures.  A little after 4:30 a.m. 

I received a call from our  9 -1-1 

center.  There were reports of 

several vehicles stranded on 

State Route 5 that runs parallel 

to the Lake Erie shoreline.  I 

asked for dispatch to dispatch the county CERT team to  assist in the  

operations.  Now lake effect snow is odd.  One area can get ñhammeredò 

and receive feet of snow and 

a mile down the road can be 

bare. Still clearing the sleep 

from my eyes I wasnôt     

thinking that I was  going to 

have issues getting out of my 

house.  As I tried to open the 

door I was greeted with about 

a foot snow against my storm 

door.  I looked out into the driveway and yard and shook my head in    

disbelief.  (continued on following page)  
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I started my trek to the garage to get the snow blower, 

since it was going to be futile try and drive out, even in a 

four wheel drive truck.  The one thing I have concluded 

over the years in emergency management is that when 

things go wrong ñMr. Murphyò will probably be showing up 

to make it worse.  Of course that is about when the pull 

cord on my snow blower came off when trying to start it.  

Like everything in emergency management redundancy is 

important so I used the electric start and started the              

seemingly impossible task of clearing the driveway to get 

out.  The 9 -1-1 Center called about 30 minutes after their original call to state that all vehicles on 

Route 5 were un -stuck.  The CERT team was cancel and I called my EMA staff to advise them and 

told them to keep digging that we would probably have to go into the EOC at some point.  A little 

over two hours later I was able to get out of my driveway onto the street had a few tire marks               

visible.  

 

The PA Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and the PA 

State Police (PSP) requested that the County EOC activate at 

9 am to be in the position to handle any road closures on the 

interstate quickly.  I live 15 minutes away from the EOC on a 

good day, on the morning of December 26 th  it had snowed 

an additional 19ò overnight and was still coming down like a 

hoard of white locus.  The trip into the EOC was a very slow 

two hour trip.   

 

Officially we only had handful of ñroad closuresò 

but reality was if you didnôt have four wheel,             

all -wheel drive, chains and some serious ground 

clearance on your vehicle you couldnôt move.  As 

plows pushed the snow past side streets in the 

City of Erie they would literally plow those streets 

shut with at least a three foot high mound of 

snow. Cars parked in front of houses were           

completely covered in snow.     

 

As the old saying goes ñtiming is everything.ò  

With the Christmas holiday, everyone being home, and schools closed for the week, many people 

didnôt have to go anywhere.  The City of Erie and Millcreek Township (borders the City of Erie to the 

west and to the south with a population of 52,000) both declared ñSnow Emergenciesò which only 

allows vehicles with chains or 4 -wheel drive on certain roads.  (continued on Page 3)  
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